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ELL Instructor Interview
The aspect of exceptionality falls into two main categories which a teacher should look for when a student has a language barrier. The two categories include those students who have a problem and require assistance with the language development and those students who have English as a second language. According to Tan (2016), the students who use English as a second language such as the immigrants require much attention as they have less understanding of the basics. On the other hand, the ELD students are those who are yet to develop literacy skills in their first language. For that reason, all educators need to give much attention to these groups while in the process of identifying the cause of the language barrier.
Both formal and informal assessments are very crucial when conducting placement of the ELLs.  The formal assessments help the educators to have the necessary information which is in line with the conclusions made from the given tests. The scores achieved by the students are used to place them in different levels (Lerma & Stewart, 2016). On the other hand, the informal assessments help to familiarize with the progress of the English language learners hence making it easier to group the students into different groups according to their capabilities. This shows that both the formal and informal assessments result in factor into placement.
Teachers and parents play an important role in the placement of the learners. This is because both parents and teachers can follow the progress of the learners and familiarize with the capabilities of the students appropriately. In addition, the teachers and the parents can observe the learners keenly and identify the newly acquired skills within a certain period (Carroll & Bailey, 2016). As a result, the learners are placed differently according to their capabilities.
Underachieving is a common practice for students and does not necessarily signal the special education needs. One of the primary factors is the attitude of the learners towards both the teachers and towards the education. According to Morley (2014), most of the students lack interest in education which makes it difficult to give them the special attention they deserve at the appropriate time. The second primary factor is motivation which determines the need for special education exhibited in underachievement.
Classroom assessment techniques utilized for ELLs with special needs and gifted ELLs play an important role. There are five main examples of classroom assessment techniques utilized for ELLs with special needs and gifted ELLs. The classroom assessment techniques utilized include rubrics and performance criteria, oral presentations or performances, non-verbal assessments, written assessments and portfolios (Tan, 2016).
The changes happening with the ELL students have to be accounted for since they are very crucial. First, the learners must pass through various assessments to ascertain their capabilities in the English language (Lerma & Stewart, 2016). Second, their skills have to be measured through conducting a thorough analysis and observation. Third, all the students must undergo several tests to ensure that all of them have acquired the necessary skills at each stage.
Diagnostic assessments concentrate on one domain of knowledge. They are integrated before giving the instructions to inform about the student’s prior knowledge. According to Carroll & Bailey (2016), diagnostic assessments also assist in offering differentiated instructions and developing lesson plans. On the other hand, they help the educators to have a brief history of each learner before the instructions are given which help them to have the necessary important materials. Formative assessments are pieces of the instructional process. They are integrated into the class rehearse to expound on the information that will impact teaching. It simply means that the formative assessments prompt the learners and the educators about the learners understanding at a particular point. They help the learners to meet certain targets within a given period of time. According to Morley (2014), summative assessments are offered to tell more about what the learners know and what they don’t know. Although the summative assessments are used in government-sanctioned tests, they are also very crucial in classroom programs. Summative assessment is used as a measure of the reviewing procedure at a class setting to show the areas that the learners are strong and weak in.
SIOP protocol is very important for native English speakers as well as those who use English as a second language. First, it helps to get the student’s background and identifies what the educator needs to know to help the students achieve their required skills (Tan, 2016). Second, the learners are assessed in different ways and given the required materials to enable them to improve their English practices and skills as a second language.
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